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lowing ditch
>ntains PCBs

JKIA, III (UP!)-High
ij-ations at toxic PCBs
•«vy metals have been
n "Dead Creek,"a ditch
•i complain'.i (rom

• resident* that il fre-
: smolders and gives off

ihglowalnig.M-
iJngley of IhcJjJjnM

o i m e n t a l Protection
' s emergency response
• 'd Monday iample»
•ist week jhowed con-
a t i o n s o f PC8i
• Jrinaled bipbenyb) as

,xa parti pei million
.' cooctniraticns al it
feavy metals.

• iave betsi stown In
o y tests to cause

"i animals und are
e>. of causing oncer in

:ioe» also may ha«e
lumped >i the sue,
sjid. but tests did not
"hat kinds they m*y

clearly evideni that
ac a case of a lot of
x waste flumping In
.' 1-angleysaid
tf;1"., wJiiri, -run, -pa-f,
a I sections of Cahokia
jet, is souUi of im in-
irt-a that includts the
' < ' » . . Cerro Copper,
nc and several other
Jdtilnj) ramp-exes
5r.verfromSM.ous.
nc »hich lus a |Jam
"t, *as :he only
•JPT of PCBs, which
3 f W M t commonly in
ire ulation. Monsinlo

•<X making ihe jub-
H7 whe-i briHh

di covered
• f t f j t p l v can sate
10 connection n;>o(.
Mcnsanlo piant .ind
d u n p a t C a h o k u l . "

nookesman iDan
•*' at com piny
•n nSt . Louts.

"We incinerated all the PCB
waste from all operations from
1971 to 1977, when we shut our
PCB production unit down It's
pretty much common knowl-
edge that the source of most of
the nrobiem.1 resulted from
illegal disposal operations over
the last several years. "

IEPA tpoesman John
Muraro said state agencies are
trying to establish liability in
the matter.

Langley said the waste had
been dumped in bulk at the sile
rslher than in barrels. He said
apparently someone look
w.nu from industrial si tea and
damped It there, perhaps as
k»igasjjyi?arsago.

The problem came to public
al ' tntfon two weeks ago when
Prfer Ljumari of Cahokia
reported finding his prize show
do^ dead one jnornsng, its skin
eaten away by « tubslance In
wh.ch it had rolled the night
before

L^iuman AJiid his dng had
come tn covered with the
•uhstance and had washed him
off But the flext day its flesh
Sitftj Loeen es'tcn *way to the
Don*.

"€>ur theorv is that (his ditch
also was used lust wtnter to
dump white phosphorus/
Muraro &a id.

">» the tfnipreralures
warned up «nd .-Mched W
degress, lha1'* when while
phosfihorous will react with (he
sir, ^ili bun:* and glow and
givcu/ladensewhitesmoke If
this pyar dog rolW in Ihiis, it's
no wonder it looi* <?vrrything
off of !!im "

Mu/tro said the agency has
ordcre-d the mle scaled off,
noting snow ffice?; tove been
placec: a;^u/id thf d i t ch and
signs iiroAibit irespassing. He
•aid the site had bf«n used by ;
mctorcycluiU *n • fopular djrt '
bike indt !

Glowing Ditch Near
Cahokia Fenced Off

f A la...,. . ^...CAIIOKM, III. ( A P )
u^Sfil"8' glowing dili:tl ln
this Southern Illinois city has
been fenced off by pollution
officials because it is believ-
M to contain dangerously
high levels of toxic PCBs Vnd
toxic heavy metals

Illinois Env i ronmen ta l
Protection Agency officials
supervised tlw fencjn(! Mon.
day and said the site, nc.ir II-
^nois 3, is believed to hjve

. been an illegal dumping
ground for toxic wutai,L?
Uw early 1970s.

outlawed fo, lm:s
uses afler mountinr ,-0n

'™

JKF'F L A M G L E V , .in
IEPA spokesman in Spr-
ingfield, said samples taken
from, ibft 'ijtn^ti Kfi>i weeK
showed high levels of PCBs
(polychlorinated biphenyisi,
pesticides anri 20 metals, in-
cluding loxic lead, cad-
mium, barium, and less to*-

. ic phosphorous, potassium
andstrontmm

: Official] said the meuii;
account for Uie smoldering
and burnsng The sit£ t;»
about a mue from the Mon
santo Co. chemical plar^f

, where PCfis, believed by
some rtrspa rcfters to ouse
cancer, were manufactured
But company spokesmen
said they have not dumped
»ny material in to theditci.

Monsanto last made th«
fhernicalj in 1977 at Lh« p lan t
in Saugel, near lh« ditch.
They were widely used as
cLO/anls m electri-:«f
Ifansformers for years, f>u '

IEPA CHEMIST Ja/ncj
Kelty said the dump is "a
very serious m . i l t ^ r '
because the poisons n-n) tw
Keeping into private wt Us

Lnngluy said a clt an up
opvralion is being dev« IOI*M!
while officials atten pi tn
determine who was iat !«•
'We suspect it mighi have
beer a hazardous .va^le
hauler that picket .ip
material from nidustr es in
the area and just du np -c
It. "he said.

He said the. twhno!«v> ex-
ists to dean up the sih . b.«t
there is « preblcni 4
resources "Some of Its
material is reactive anc can-
not be put in a landfill T?.-
PC13 level is above the naj
imum concentration all. .we 1
in a landfill."

IEPA officials were c .lied
to Eh« site in May aft T i
nearby res ident , e f <
Lauman, reported tha1 hi.*
dog had died of chen ca.
burns after rolling in 1irt ,
near the ditch.
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Chemical traces show up in Cahokia well
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State officials, Monsanto to meet
By M.I. BLACKim

Th, f,r* m e e . saug,, '"'s Paf1 ° f the ^going investigation to see ,f any company has
chemical company located near Dead an y knowledge ot how the chemicals got there. W a' re going let,9e' around to a" the industries in the *re*- ' •— John Muraro, IEPA public relations officerofficials wiin the Illinois Environmental
PrauxUaa-A£eacy ancTthe Illinois Attor-
ney General'^ olfice are lo nieel with Ihc
Monsunlo Co , an agency spokesman said.
The Si. Louis based chemical company's
W.G. Krummich Plant is about > milt
north ol (he < : reek's mouth in Saugel

John Muraro, JEPA public relations
officer, said slate official:, weuld meet
Monsanto representatives "Jus! to discuss
things in general will) them since there are
PCBs presenl And it's part A the ongoing
investigation <a see if any company has any
knowledge of how the chemicals got there.
We're going to gel around in all the
industries in ihe area "

There are jboul live io MX chemical
companies or related industries in Ihe
viamly ol De*ad Crrek in Saugc!

"Obviously because til then ^romixity
Ihrie are companies we will be going to
first." said Joflm Renkes. supervisor ol the
IFPA Emergency Response Unit in a news

conference Wednesday in Cahoki*.
John Spano, a Monsanlo spokesman, sa id

"EPA and Monsanlo have agreed lo rant
Monday to discuu and share samples
la ken in the area."

Monsanto last manufactured PCBs
(polychlorinaled bipr.cnyls), widrly used
as coolants in eleclri:al transformers, in
1977. Spano said PI Bs are non tarcin
ogenic, IEPA officials have said However,
it is suspected of causing cancer II11 also
known lo affect the skin, liver and eyei.

Dead Creek, a dneil up drainage ditch
near Illinois 3 which hus been known lo
suddenly start smoldering arid glowing,
was found to be contaminated with dan-
gerously high levels o; PCBi and 19 other
toxic metals. The cretk in about seven
miles long »nd empties Into (he Mississippi
River.

1EPA test results ol soil from Ihe creek In
Saugel show PCB contamination of 1.600 lo
17.000 parts per million. Near Judith Lane
in Cahokia 120 parts per million were (Mind
along with a high concentration of toxic
nwuls - banum copper, lead, nickel,
phosphorus and zinc. IEPA officials
attribute Ihesmolde.ringand glowing lo Ihe
mixture ol metal;

PCB levels above SO ppm are considered
hazardous by state and lederal standards.

IEPA officials tave said the chemicals
found in the creek do not pose any im-
mediate lineal lo area residents unless
they come in dinxl contact with Ihe
chemicals

The creek has been quarantined from
Quevny Avenue in Saugel to Judith Lane in
Canute. A 4-foot high snow fence has been

erected and "Keep Out" signs poste
Trespassers could be arrested.

Slate authorities suspect Ibe creek h ,
been an illegal dumping (round unce l)>
early 1970s. The stale attorney general
office knows of several suspected dump*
and promises to prosecute anyone foun
responsible (or the contamination. •

The violator also would have lo pay H,
cleanup cost, as of yel an unkjiownamouni
But the stale may have to pay the cleanuj
cost If a violator it not lound.

Illinois Cov. James R. Tbompsoa signe->:
a bill StpL II that would make it a Class '
felony, punishable by one lo three yean ir
prison and double for a second coovicUcr,
(or Illegal dumping of banardoui waste m
the stat«. The legislation also five* Ihe
attorney general power to seek extradition
of violators from other stales.

II is suspected thai a hazardous" waste
hauler picked up the material Irom in
dustnes in Ihe area <nd dumped II, IEPA
officials said

Meanwhile, additional soil and waiei
samples near Ihe creek are being collected
by IEPA Samples also are being Uken
south ol Judith Lane where PCBs and
metals were lound.

Sept. U1710 ft r<nui Wbftr-f raunil

et site investiqoted for toxic
By fATRICIASZYMCZAK

GlotM-Drntteral Stall Writer

SAUCET - - Illinois minorities are
Investigating a Saugel site where they
believe toxic chemicals train * landfill
used ii a dumplr>K (round for Industrial
wastes for more than 40 yean may
endanger the ground water. The Globe.
Democrat hai learned.

Michael Maujy, director ol the
Illlnoli Environmental Prelection
Agency, confirmed his agency li
Uxiklng Into imports lh«< the l«ie Lw
Snunn trw HIM m«yoi ol Ihe town Ih.l
hrin hl.i nanse, operilcd *n Immena*
lirkinil vxithiui ol Dr id ( «k Khlch
is a tmuldfrtr-t;. glowing d ich pollulfd

i • ontfr ihan ~*>-M (tunce
R " -Vre," M^a. ' toi'l Î i«

Globe-Democrat "We're taking It very
seriously, but we're not going to slick
an auger in It and chancw hilling
something."

EF' SCItNTlSTJ will lelHM
resulu ol an analysli of water sample*
uken Imm private wells In Ihe Cahokla
fnd ol Dead Creek at a newi conlrrvnce
Wednesday.

But, while Mauzy uld a favorable
hntluij "will be good news lor I>K
private wetj users, it docs not nwan
that {chemical pollutftnu) haven'K
gotten Into >;ht grouixl wiler

"We II r* <l̂ lng more levla Uler In
ihe Sauget end,' near where • 3-acre
landfill reportedly wai operated «ouih
of Queirny Avenue and west of Filling
Spring.-* Road from early In lh« century
until ihrimld ItWs.

Rrfmrn jl rx«ilble dumplnji of toxic
»*jte nf Ifvf lU* illcgftjly urx'sllnl by

the former mayor of Monsanlo (Ike
town wai renamed SaugH In )Ki)
aurficed following rrvrlalluns that Ihe
drtnl up Dead Creek nearby contnliu
high kveli of cancer causing !>CBl
(p»l> chlorinated blphenyls), pesticides
anil 20meul«

MAUZY TOLD THE Globe-
EVmocrai the EPA does rvoi know If the
dump ts «hr source of ihe t)*ad Creek
pollution, or II it I] « sliuallon the
agency will have to treat separately.

'pWe don'l want u be alarmist
. because wt dtm'l know whmt'i there,"
' Miuiy said.

Ann Carr. Kssiitnnl Hllnoli altomry
gt-iwral for pollulion tu^pj In the
•oullttm part ot Ihr Half, laid hT
oil) r r l> w a t c h i n g ihe EPA
UlvrjIlgllkKl closely and Is prepared lo
p>r<nrcutr when th« peiiw>n frspiiruslble
U lound.

The titomey geneial'i r Itlce has "a
susr^ct' in the Dt'nd Creek case, but as
yel has not brgun an tnv sllgation ol
the source of material In the nrarby
landllll, she laid.

"We'ir talking about a lime when
people burled the ttufl ar> t thought it
would ail go away," Mrs Can said,
adding that Industries Ihr t generated
(he »«j(e products usunll) arc sued II
the durn^wr cannot l>« F!uun>- or U unable
lo pay

SOURCES CtOSE TO I K KPA »y
the agency may hive lo use an
rlecmwiic "IreasuiT hanth y" device tu
dclcnnir-f II latge qtmdth el nf metal
rjilst below ihe SHI lace, because of
tvars thnl drilling In th<- arcil ciKJld
i tr lrasf loxlc wa j lR i hal mlghi
i>lh'-rv.tv rrrnaln tttc«if<) In .Wgallon
drums.

hPA offictill hftfe no r*coit* of s

dump at the site, which was allegedly
closed before the General Assembly
passed laws requiring landfill operators
to register with the alale. The first rules
governing auch registration were
passed In I96« by the Illlnoli
Department of Public Health and are
now enforced by EPA.

But. Cahokla firelighters recall
numerous blaies near the area In Ihe
1950s and early 1900s that sometimes
caused their department to be calied to
assist Saugel fire officials.

A retired as«Manl chlel ol Ihe
Cahokla fire deparm-nl told The Clnbe-
DenHK-.iat he responded to fires in a
dump south of Quevny Avenue acn»3
iiom wnat h now Hie Saugel village
Hall, and once fought a blare In f>rad
Crtf k Itself

"I COULDNT SAY what (I was
(burning;) Bui U wai sotnethiiuj out cf

•'•IH'.f •
••* b '
i - I |

tfie ordinary," he said "It was Just a
nasty hole. The fires were harder to
control "

G. Thomas Dutfy, a former'
managing editor of the now defunct.
Metro-East (East St. Louis) Journal.
remembered stories of nearby,
residents who claimed lo have gotten
sick Irom odors walling acom the
fields surrounding Ihe landfill. • i

"There were a great number of
objectors lo it,"Dully said •

Mrs Carr said her office has learned
thai more than one old landfill may
exist in Ihe Saugel area, but that rrpnn
has yet to be continued

Oe^ptle repeated ellorts hy The
Globe-Democrat. Paul Saufet. who
lucceecfrd his father as mayor of* the
lo»n, could not be reached to'.'
comment Monday.


